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A thing ol beauty is a joy jorever:
Its loveliness increases; it will never
Pass into nothingness. . .

- John Keats
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lirTRoDUcTtot{
ln '1901, Southern Pacific Railroad introduced its firsl through

train from San Francisco lo Los Angeles over the newly.
completed Coast Line. Passengers on the COAST LINE
LIMITED were rewarded wilh views of California's finest
scenery - distant mountains, rolling hills, fertile valleys, and
best of all, the Pacific ocean.

Soon, Espee was proudly promoting "the most beautifultrain
ride in the world," and with people buying tickets fasterthan lhe
railroad could find seats for lhem, management realized a
luxury "varnish" was in order. lmprovements included all-steel
cars and more powerful locomotives.

ln '1922, the first high-speed DAYLIGHT began operating as a
Fridays- and Saturdaysonly seasonal service, with a Baldwin
46-2 and six cars, including a diner, in Pullman green- Again,
public response exceeded expectations. The DAYLIGHT was
soon running every day, year round, and with a rebuilt observa-
tion car. Journey time was trimmed to 't2 hours.

Upgrading of accommodalion and equipment continued, and
new coaches for the popular DAYLIGHT were specially-built by
lhe Pullman Company. ln 1930, a new club-baggage car was
added, and new lvlountain-type engines supplanted the Pacifics.

Meanwhile, ten Baldwin.built "Golden State" GS-'l 48-4s had
entered traffic between Oakland and Portland. These dual serv'
ice workhorses were to be the prototypes for the streamlined
GS-2's that would be tlashing along lhe Coasl Line before the
end ot the decade.

The Depression, however, made new ideas and innovations
seem inappropriate. The DAYLIGHT itself began lo reflect the
grimness ot the times: ils schedule was lengthened to include
more stops. Club cars and obseruations were withdrawn. Pat-
ronage decreased, and the train often ran wilh only tive cars.

SP President Angus D. l\4cDonald resolved to get rid of the
prevailing gloom. A visionary, McDonald believed the Southeh
Pacific's days of grealness lay ahead, and he meant to put his
philosophy into practice.

One of his dreams was that SP should have lhe tinesl
passenger lrains anylvhere, and the DAYLIGHT was selected
for immediate modernization. What better way to boost the
morale of employees and customers than to inkoduce more
trains and creale more jobs? Lightweight, high speed, stream-
lined, a new DAYLIGHT was about to take California - and lhe
world - by storm.

Already, the Milwaukee had shown what it could do when
challenged io arace with the wind byordering a pairof 100-mph
Atlantics for ils HIAWATHA. Other railroads were camouflaging
locomotives both old and new beneath bulbous noses, hoods,
casings and skirts of sheet metal to make them look fuluristic
and fast.

At first, DAYLIGHT designers suggested a lightweight diesel
flyer similar to the ZEPHYRS ol the CB&Q, but Espee's execu-
tive committee wanted a prestige supertrain that would make
its Coast Line passengers feel like royalty as they watched the
Golden State unfolding before lhem.

After many proposals had been rejected, the DAYLIGHT task
force, working closely with the research and development
teams at the Lima Locomotive Works and the Pullman Com-
pany, designed a featheMeight, pariially-ariiculated'12-car
train, with an oal-fired, streamstyled 4€4.

Two million dollars tora pairof GS-2'sand theirtrains was an
astronomical sum ih those days, but the final designs dispelled
any doubts. Within a year, Espee was ready lo launch its
glamorous DAYLIGHTS, complete with tkst class parlour car,
tavern/coffee shop car, diner and parlor-obseruation. Painled
red, orange and black, the new lrains looked as if man had
harnessed the sun. A special train name insignia was added: a
winged orange ball with the word "Daylight" in stylish silver
script.

FACING PAGE: From h€adlighl lo ieon drumhead, the 0AYLIGHT symbolized
an exciling era in raiLlravel. ln 1948, N0.99 pauses al G endale, Iirst slop on
ils weslbound run (Aian Miller Colleclion: Frank Peterson)



.isr ano selond seclio"50,\0 gg su-d soeoy s0e{,lf,ai So \ t0s anqet€s Ce-.
trlSdlrcni. t9.r9 sholly betorp lfeooenr! 0tthe;ew Unm passe-gpr.e.rrnat.
No 41 1 5econd ot l-e c5 2 s. n dde tne ina_gu dt westooL.o .un oi the oAtt tcrtl
0_lud,h21 93/ Wpdr -q q'een.ig5 t\0.4424 d\oneot .rhqhspee0GS.Js
supplied by Lima ater lhal year (Uoward Ehhstaedt)

The DAYLIGHTS were designed with the comfort and we -

being of the passenger in mind. The cars, constructed of corten
steel, slainless steel and aluminum, were wide and spacious,
with full insulation and air-conditioning_ Three pairs of cars
were arliculated. Tight-lock couplers and electrically-actjvated
air brakes ensured a smoother ride. oouble-glazed live-foot pic-
ture windows gave passengers a grand view of the scenery as
they sat in aircraft.type contour seals that reclined and rolated.
lnterior decor was both pleasing and restful, and a radio in every
car except the diner provided an informative commentary. Fin-
ally, train crews were hand-picked and specially-trained in
public relations.

The six GS-2's supplied by Lima were updated versions of the
earlier "Golden Stale" engines, incorporating a number of new
features: cast frame and cylinders, a booster, Alco power
reverse, and Nathan forceJeed lubrication. Addon equipment
included a steam dryer-fitted superheater, American multiple
front end throttle and Worthington feedwater heater. A smoke-
lifting device was built into the skytine casing, sweeping side
skirts extended from pilot lo cab, and a nose cone enclosed the
headlight. The engines had 73%,, drivers, and a boiter pressure
of 250lbs.

ln preparation for lhe new DAYLIGHTS, sections of the
470.mile route were reballasted and relaid with heavier steel:
curves were "eased" and passing tracks extended. Although
lhe average speed for the trip was a modest 45 mph, the GS.2,s
could altain more than twicethat on leveltra6k. They had no dif,
ficulty keeping the revised schedule of 9% hours, and apart
ltom lhe 2.2ok Cuesta Grade wesl of San Luis Obispo, where
doubleheading was necessary, could effortlessly handle their
'12-car lrains.

The inaugural run received nationwide news coverage, and
ridership skyrocketed- After just five months, the DAyLtGHTS
had carried their 100,000th passenger, and licket sates soon
topped the $2 million mark. Espee's dream lrains were spinning
gold, and more streamlined cars were ordered for the SUN-
BEAM or "Texas DAYLIGHTI' So poputar was No. 98-99 that it
frequently operated in two seclions. New equipment arived in
1940; the cars of the 1937 train formed the NOON DAyLlcHT'
mid-day twin to the rechristened MORNING DAyLtGHT. Atso
streamlined were the SAN JOAQUTN and the LABK; the tatter in
a smart two-tone grey and white.



Tra l3 l4 the SUNBEAN1 was enlrusleri n01 10 ,1 8 4 s. wh ch were t00

arqe hr the lumlabes o0 the lormer lounon and Texas Cenlra bull0
threerebull9r3vnlagePaclcs !! th d sc dr vers and boosler slreJfil
sTy nlt 10se.one lron1a vaanc n! and recessed couper theP14s00ked
even morc h r cl ke rh3n rlre GS 2 s T[s SL]NBEAM flade tlre aflernoon

run belween llouslon a c 0a as 1261 m es) n ljrr rrours nc ud ng lwo
srops wren a morn n0 c0unlerparl the HUSTLER fJas eslab shed n June
1938 lo caler 10 oca traflc the SUNBEAIf became non s10p 0 a m e n

m nule schedu e W th Tra n \0 r4 P.r1 No 052 (LEFII b ares aray lrom

Hounon n November 1915 (Eme.y Guasthl

New lerures o1lh..e equ pped MORN NC OAYL GHT 01 r940 nc uded lrag
qaqe e ev310rs A car poner rl G enda e 1B ljflTt ooerales the mnlro s N01e
how lhe DAYL GHT co0r sLheme s Gred across the erleror 0l llrs outsr
ilaplrralm r llre drd Dl each car 1B 0son)
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By mid-1941 Espee could adverlise lhree DAYL GHTS on the Coasl and valey Lnes
lJl iz ng tlre cars 0ilhe 1937 train.lhe N00N DAYLIGHT (FACING PAGE). awa ls depar
lure irom lhird and lownsend in 1940 behind GS'3 No 4428. Slogan lor the new

lra n. n el1ec1 a second seclDn ol No g8-gg I you mhs lhe l\4oRNlNG DAYL GHI,
calch the N00N (J m orem)

Thre€ P l0 Pacilrcs were paniary streanrslyed lor llre SAN J0A0UIN DAYL CHI N0

2485 arrives in Modeslo (ABOVE)wlh lhe lirst secl0n ol No 51 0n the inaugural run

July 4. 1941. (A Ros€)

A brand.new lransel headed bya recenly deivered GS4. No 4432 lhe renamed
MORN NG DAYL GHT prepares to set ofl imm Gl€ndale (B GNI) in I'Iay l94l Blndrn!
Mars ighls on lhese engines made lrain dentilcaliondilicull so numb€r boards were
reposiiioned hallway back so as lo be more visrbe al nghl (Howad Eichstaedt)

"Thre€ DAYLIGHTS brochure nod Aszrnan Coleclion



LEFI: Map oi lh€ Coast and Valley DAYLIGNI roules, showing slrearntner service to
Sacramenlo, added in 1946. (Bod Aszman Colection)

The DAYLIGHT'S srrccess had prompted Espee to order 14
faster, more powedul GS3's with 80', drivers, but the ultimate in
passenger power were the 28 engines of Class GS4, which ar-
rived in 1941 and 1942. Producing 5,500 horsepower,lhey coutd
reach a maximum speed oI'110 mph. lvaior changes on the
GS4's were a firebox and boiler of nickel sleel to raise boiler
pressure to 300 lbs., reduced cylinder diameter for additionat
tractive effort, spring pad lubrication on all drivers, a vestibule
cab, and an oscillating Mars signal light, which threw a
3,00cfoot figure eight warning beam beyond the regular
headlight. The last two GS.4's fitted with rofler bearings (No.
4458 had Timken and No. 4459 SKD, were ctassified GS-s.

The War halted plans for improving existing passenger ser,
vices. To guard against a shortage of equipment, Espee discon-
tinued 35 passenger trains, including the NOON DAYLIGHT. At
the same time, the railroad requested more cab-foMard 4€8.2,s
and48-4's from the War Produclion Board, in orderto cope with
the heavy freight and military kaffic. The GS classification was
chanoed to mean "General Seruice:'and an order for 16 GS6's
(six for the Western Pacific)went through. These "War Babies,,

- as lhe GS6's were known - were a no{rills version of the
smaller GS-2, minus skirls and DAYLIGHT paint, and together
with their fancier sisters, many ot which had been painted
black, they began proving their versatility on troop trains and
last freights.

ln 1946, strained by the war ettort, Espee implemented a g2

billion renewal program. The NOON DAYLIGHT returned, the
other DAYLIGHTS were upgraded yet again, and more slream-
liners - including the SACBAMENTO DAYLIGHT - were in-
troduced.
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