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IN'IRODUC'IION

During the 1930s. when w. were living in
Glendale. Dad would take me to the Southern
Pacilic depot to watch trains. Once in a while. we
would drive to Central Station in downtown Los
Angeles. Here, Southern Pacific s trains departed
from the north end. Union Paciffc s from the south.
Early in the morning of March 21, 1937, ten days
before my eighth birthday, Dad nudged me awake.
Soon, he was backing the Pontiac out ofthe garage.
It was tlain time!

There were crowds at Central Station. most
of the onlookers gathered around the most
beautiful train I had ever seen. Painted red, orange.
black and silver. the 12 car streamliner was headed
by a natching 4 8 4. Dad told me we were about to
witness the chistening and inaugural run of the
new Daylight. Many ot the passengers on its tirst
trip would be dignitaries and shippers.

The ceremonies began promptly at 7:0O
a,m.. NBC covering the event lbr radio listeners,
After the announcer made his introduction, SP
Vice-President Felix Mccinnis began the official
program. expressing his milroad s p de in
establishing the Davlighl twins. He explained that
the track had been rebuilt and superelevated to
provide the passengers with a smooth. fast ride and
that SP had spared no expense in building the
Davlight. It was the safest. nrost comlortable train
ever .on strl r.te.l

As passengers began boarcting the coaches.
the noment of cleparture 8:15 a.m.
drawing near. Miss Olivia deHavillancl. a movie star
Iiom Warner Brothers. stepped before the
microphone:

''May you have a safe journey. With this
bottle of California champagne. I christen you the
Davligl!!. Good luck and Godspeed! The bottle
crashed against the pilot of the engine, bathing the
already gleaming paint and aluminum bands.

The conductor calied. All abo-o-o-ard!"
Bells began ringing as the whistles on all the
locomotives in the station sounded. Steam poured
from the stack of No. 4411 as it began to ease
forward. Slowly. almost eflortlessly. the Da],light
rolled out onto Alameda Street lbr the westbound
run up the coast, At the rear was the round ended
parlor-obsen ation car with its Da!'light tail sign.
How I wished I could be sitting in one ol those
parlor seats!

I will never lbrget that norning at Central
Station. when the Daylighl made its very Iirst trip.
Better still. I can renrember. as if it were yesterday.
the Davlioht running along the Coast Line.

Aharc: Ot1Mo.cl12l, 19:17. CS 2 No. 111) sk 1.1s read!)
to d, t'wtt Ln- Ana,tt - a, tntol S,or,o,, 'tt ir s,,.,,
soundnrg.rn.i Deil rnrgnrg, rhe m.ri.,slic Dallghi glid.d
smoonlu out Dl llE 9aft1. ils sniinrg passenlrers an.i
.rco thrille.l ba ttu oc.ampanurrg .h..rs../arcrr.lls .1n.1
Dcsr uish.s s,rouled.rro all si.les.- ISPtsuucrin, Aprii
1937: Alan Askc colLcctiotll

Factg paltc: l?oning h1lo tllc 15 tLgka:t .ttt. .pposik'
Mission aarl rotrndhors.. GS 21 A 4 No.1113 st?ams
Loraftl Portt.rc Ttnd?l h liris pu,rli.il!/ shor,riom 1937
fI-hio, Pd:i/i. Muscun Coll<'.1iot1: SP Dhoto)

Donald Duke
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Rail travel author George Drury once wrote:
"The ultimate t p has always been to California.'
On a rainy December afternoon near lrngview.
Washington. this statement holds a special poign-
ancy for our egasll5ladigbl traveler. As the trair over-
takes southbound traffic on Interstate 5. he pitles
drivers mesmerized by their windshleld Mpers. Slick.
treacherous. lhe freeway has become a sheet of oily
water. In such weather, the train is a safer. saner.
more civilized way ofgettlng to the Colden State.

Mentally. perhaps, our traveler has already
left the Pacific Northwet behind. Sipping his
second marga ta since Seattle. he visualizes
orange groves, blue skies and surf-swept beaches.
One more margarita. and he will begin to feel that
Californla sunshlne warmlng hlm from wlthin. He
contemplates an early dinner ln the dlner. What
wlll be on the menu thls evening? Paso Robles
Chicken is a long-time favorite.

Tonight, as Southern Pacific s Cascade used to do.
Amtrak s Starlieht will climb hiAh into the moun-
tains, twisting through corridors of fir trees laden
with snow. t-ater when he glimpses Mount Shasta s
moonlit, white cone. our traveler may give a wistful
thought to SP's last new Dayligh!: the "Million Dollar
Train with the Million Dollar View introduced more
than 50 years ago, during the streamliner era.

Tomorrow morning, our traveler will be enjoy-
ing a leisurely breaklast while the Starligl!! follows
the curves along San Pablo Bay. Then, from San Jose,
No. 14 will take the Coast Line. route of SP s most
famous Davlight of all, into the abundant Salinas
Valley: over the Santa Lucia Mountains: through
tunnels and around and down. down to San Luis
Obispo and the sea. This is truly EI Camino Real,
"the King s Highway' aboard a train fft for royalty.

Somewhere along those I l3 miles of Paciffc
Ocean shoreline. the strlng of silver Superliner bi
levels will reflect the orange glow of a Calilbrnia

Focing page: Million miler' OS5 No. ,145a rolls trio
Sdnla BarDara uirh No. 99. An id!/lli. cali/brnia s.cn?
an.l "The tt/orld s Mosr aeautilul Train.- lu,lion Pa.ili.
Mu\eum O)lle<tion: SP photo)

sunset. And. after 1.389 miles. our iraveler will
reach the City of the Angelsi rela-xed and refreshecl.
If the Starlight arrives on time. he will have spent
34 hours riding Amtmk s nnest train.

Back in 1900. however. the journey must
have seemed interminable in a coach seat. The
Coast Line was still under construction. and
passengers had to travel via the San Joaquin Valley
and the spectacular but tortuous Siskiyou Line,
Invariably. the wooden passenger cars would lurch
agalnst each other when the locomotive started or
braked. Carc lacked air-conditioning. and a brcath
of fresh air could become a cinder in the eye. In
190O. streamllners would have seemed as
outlandish as somethlng flom a Jules Verne novel,
No doubt even extra-fare Pullman car patrons
found the two-dayjourney a test of endurance.

But Southern Pacific valued its passengerc,
and ran limiteds like the Sunset. Overland and
Shasta to prove it. The West - California. above all

- was booming, and the railroad wanted to attract
as many people as its trains could carry -immigrants, colonists and tourists - to the Golden
State. Built more for passengers than for freight,
the Coast Line opened on April l. 1901, then closed
on May 5 so that the roadbed could be upgmded
and the track relaid with heavier rail: derailments
had been an almost daily occurrence. The line
reopened on December 6. 1901.

One of its most difficult sections to con-
struct was Cuesta Pass. between San Luls Oblspo
and Santa Margarita. In Just 16.6 miles. seven
tunnels were required. along with numerous cuts
and fills,53 curves that included two sweeping
horseshoes at Goldtree and Serrano. and a viaduct
bridging Stenner Creek - all on a 2.2 percent
grade lifting the line 718 feet. Taking Iive years and
consuming more than $2 million. Cuesta kept 2.200
laborers busy. \ rith animals and scrapers, other more
prlmitive tools and plenty oI dynamite. The same
gentleman who had directed the construction o[the
famous t op in the Tehachapi Mountains Chief
Engineer William Hood masterminded Cuesta.
Because oI it. even t}te limiteds had to stop for a helper



In addition to two San Francisco-New
Orleans transcontinenlals rerouted from the San
Joaquin Valley Line (the Sunset Llnlited and the
Atlantic Express), Coast Line passengers could ride
a through daytime coach service called the Coast
Line Limited and the all-stations San Luis Obispo
talal which originated in San Francisco. lts
varnished wooden cars, in common with those of
other passenger trains, were pulled by a 4-4 O
American type or a 4 6 OTen-Wheeler.

Today s Coast Line looks much as it did
following the completion of the Montalvo Cutoff,
from Burbank Junction to Montalvo. Tunneling
through the Santa Susana Mountains on a one
percent grade. the new route bypassed the origlnal
line via Saugus and Santa Paula. Its severe
curvature and steep grades required trains to
opemte in two sections or add helpers. The new line
included three bores: the longest. at the summit.
extended 7.369 feet. Finished on March 20, 1904.
the cutoff saved 6.97 miles. Santa Susana Pass
would one day become the setting for Da].light
publicity photos.

ln 1906, the Coast Line Limited. now called
simply the Coaster. wasJoined by a second daytime
train. the Shore Line Limlted. Best time for the
journey: 143/ hours. Then. on December 8. 1907.
the Bayshore Cutoff opened. Tmins approachinA
and deparling San Frdncisr-o traveled 2.5 tewei
miles - through tunnels and over fills. Built at a
cost of roughly a million dollars per mile, this was
the last signilicant undertaking on the Coast Line,
apart from a line relocation at San Jose in 1935.

1he Cest t,r\e litnetable.[or Jantary ]5- t905 iisrs /.61
tuo through tniIs: nie Cobtet and lhe sunsel Et ress.
Fo.merlu thc Coast Ln\e Lintited, lh? Coaslcr uas tne
onlg doutim? lm.h scrui.e untiljonlal b! the Shot Li,1e
Limite<l h 1946. Othcr shorl liPd Co6t ,rte lrains LUr,.
lhe Pa.!ri. cocsl Et rss, lhc El Paso Passenr.r onri the
Sechor., Epress. iDonold Duke Collection)
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Trains grew longer and heavier. Most
consists required dolrble heading, particularly over
Cuesta, and more powerlul locomotives were being
introduced. On May 8. 1910, yei another name
appeared in the schedules: the all Pullman Ia!k.

*t-
Abo..: As E 73 CLLss I I O ,\'o. l.l.,r8 kkes u,al.,r T ranr
No. 2.,r. rh. San Luis Obispo l-o.i1. lo(.is ,rail an.l
.,a?r.ss al San Jos. s ,Iark,r Srr.,.r srarion. ,,1s p(rr o/ d
lnr., rclo..rion nr 1935. a .u, .ldpor ar c.rrill Sl.
r.rl.r.cd rhis./i1.ilrV, Pholo klkci bcnDccn )9o9 .tr1d
1913. fD.S. ki.hl"r ( oll,,.rion d(,li.n^skc,

r*fl-
Rtghl: tsV l9ll. Ian Wh..Lrs urp lraulirrg lh" Coasl"r
an.1otlnr possengcr Lrab15-.. ( onrpi.r.d ., S.r.r.,n. ri,
Slrops on MaU 15. 19 ) a.'f 32 No. 2372 t os tllc lirst ol a
Jnnd b(Rtt t2l lu{,lu? .l6 Os. {trtion l,a.i/i. Mrs.u,t



liiqhri 7hc Shor" Lnk, Lin l..l. h.ad..l,r! urrar
appca.s ta bc E63 11O No. 1277. a
S.h.n..r.r.i! arft.lrr.rr. o/ 1642. Otung.' groks.
urr,a,ards. r,.lrrMl./dt,srs. hor spturls. o..(n
"-.hor.s.,rcunrai,ts. ./4,/ilr' fain,Us. .l.s.rr"-..
tr'il.l/lotr{Ts. ,rl.r, ski.,s and r,.ushrr.
Calilo tkt hud it all! lAuu L. Dunscanl)

Why the rising nunllrer ol palrons? Sccne[r
and p blicily. lllessed with 113 miles oI Pacific
Ocean frontage, the Coasi I-inc raied superlatives
in Espees own Sunsel Magazine as _thc most
beautiful 47O mile train ride in lhc world."
Brochures and actvertising drew tourisls lo many
Coast Line attractions. inclLrding the observatory
or Mount Hamilton. near San Josei Santa Cruz..the Iinest seaside resort in the world i Cilroy Hot
Sprhgs. as well as other resortsi and Pinnaclcs
National Monument. Specials brought tour groups
to Santa lSarbara and Monterey.

t1,.li: h1tllis 19)o tn a!j.l)osl..rr.l.. sA.(r
rrarr h.a.ls .lodrgrad. rhroLL.Jh Choto sktitlg
rotrur.ls Ookir.c., a,r.l Sr.'n ar C.rack b.ida..
.onsr.r.kal nr lagl. Gra.luaih,. Harri,r,r
Sr.'fd.d sr..l..rs a?1...<1.nts ol oaotlc
.ons/nt.rion. lRo4.r Trirs Coll,,.ri.rl

t

Minernl Springs. Fruitful Valleys, Surf.kissed
Blufis. S0ow,capped Mountains. Ancietr( Mis'
sions, Acres of Fragratrt Flowers.

Southern Pacific

't2



t-

INDEX

AC/Gb toNard type
Advertrsing Department
Alamcda St.. Los Angeles

Alhanrbra Ave., t s Angeles

Ar.ade depor. bs Angeles

Baldwin lrcomotive Works
ball and wing edrbler,

IlDrlington (CII&O RR )

Cahill Sl. depol. San Jose

37
t39.94. 126

roo. 136. r3a. 145
?,17.52,6A

63
142. 143

12

ta. 19,40
30
2t

20, I 11. ll6
l0
9

I 14
6a

?2, t51
34.12, 14
1.1. 50. 79

25

Dhhg Car D.panment

Dyei J.H.

EggelsloD, Charlcs L.

EMD/GM EMD

EnglneerinA Dcpartmenl

Exposilion Boulevard. Iis Angeles

'Four Creat Roures ro Calilbrnia'
Frankhr Railway Supply Coinp.ny

'Ceneral SeM.e class

69
75
26

136. 137
34

47. 19
35

29,33. 40
l4

35. 66
l0

31,l3l. l3:1. t42

5a
63

Dallas Union'lerni.al

Camp Cook 95
Capuol Building. Washin4oD, D.C. 67
Carpintena 127
Cas.ade 9. r34. 140. 142. 143
cascadr Mountahs 133
caslella 133
Casrrolill. 67. r3O
Ce.ilThompson Strtlios 5a
ccnrral station. Los Angeles 7. .r9. 52. 56. 67. 6a

Amerl.an Car & F-oundry
AmertcaD Lcomotive Company (Al.o)

t2a
l5l

29. 4.},42,46

t6. 17, 19.21
ao, 126

t2
25
29

5a, 102. r04. 107
14

44. 47.49.96.99.
102. tlo, lt3. rr5

25.30
33. 6r. 70. 4.1

a9
lo
70

l3l
140- 142

92
a5
60
5a

27,29,36
14. 15. 1.16. 147

27, 5A
75
ll

t0l, lll
r 2 14. 23. 3(). 33. 49. 54. 66. 120. 144

Chi.ago & Norrh Western RR 30. 3r
Choro siding 12. aO. 126
CitV orsdn aenci-s.o 30. 31. 106. 136
clark Btrd Retuge 76. l0l
CdEt Doglight 9. 44. 50. 56. 66, 67. 6n, I l3
Coast Division S2
Cnnsk'r \O 26 46 47.1.r5. 146. 1,17. 151
Coast Line 9- ll.13. 14. 16. la. 19.26.29.30.34.

46.47.4rJ. 50.51. 56.66. 40,47.91. 94,
97, r 13. 121. t23, 127. 13t. t42, t15

CoLst Line Limiled lO
Co6i Mail 66. 1rl. 13O
Cesl slorligrrl I
Colton 48
Columbia Broad.ashlg Cohpany 50
Connnon Standard Coftbhatlon depot 50
'Corner Dnrgslore Soda Founlani la.40. .11

4a
t3a, r40

9a
136. 137

50

5n
24. lO0. 134

25
44. 115

t3a
109

t0l
40
9a
37

14. I30

50
7. 1,1. 50. 82. 91. 95. l 12. 113

5a

36
9. 29. 3l_ 50.94. 126, t.t4

58. 60. 63. 64. 65
63

25. 134

Aaklen 51 alc (Linlitcd)

67, 72. t3l
l4

t42
California Slate HighwaY sYslenr

&rqlighr 7.9. tO. 22, 23. 21. 26, 27, 29. 30, 33,
36. 37. 3a. 39. 40. 41. 42. 11.16. 47. 50. 5). 52.
5.1. 55.56, 58. 66. 67- 64. 70. 76. nO.42. n4. 92.

96. 9u. 100. lol. 104. lo5. 106. 109. l17. 130.
131.133. ls5. 136. l3a. r.12. l4a. l50

Della tour wheel lr.lllig lr!.k
De Prada. Fa(he. Joaqunn

rrol.l.n Gxle l.te.n.llonal Exhibition 67
47.49. 104

25. 3.1. 9rl
29.,16, I13. l3l.

134. 136. t5l
24, t12. t44

t2,21,91
Orand Cenl.al Slation. Ilouston. IX
craperine/Ridge ltoute

26. rr9. 63. 66. 95. tos. l4a



Holr. J.M.

Ilarinran Common Standard t2. 16. 60.61.
63. 44. 47. lO3

t25, t2A
40
29

29
29

lo0
31

)6.23,26

92
45,52. 70. loa

66
l19
69

t5l

57
133

l3
9

20,24, t12, t14
a9

44. l5r
1.16
a4
to

130

29, 60

6a
l5t
146
100
40

90, t00
12

43, lOr
4a

rJ4. 9l, 137. 140
133

McDonald. Angus D.

Misslon Revival slyle
Mission Road coach yard

Mission SaDta Barbara

r0.49,52.57, l2a. 145
47

tl3
17

9

Houston & Texas Central
Houslon Geneml Shops

I.e-Acltvated air.onditioning

l l, t4. 47. 42, 49. 92. 95.
109, l3:1. t45, l.{7. 150
aa. r04, 105. 106. t07
52.67. 64. 69. a4 l5r

Lima Locomotive works 29. 33. 35. 6l, 66. A3

l-orcign Commerce Committe. 66
Houston, TX 5a, 59. 63, 6.4. 65

5a
60. 63
63. 65

39
92
20
20
19

115. I l7
142
137
30
tt2

Market Slfte1 Slation. san Jo*
70
ll

42, 129, tst
29. 30.47.6r. 9a

27 . 29, 30, 33, 39. 12,
49. 67, 6a, a2.90

17
7. 12. 49

75. 101.14r. r4a
30.,17.90. r4a

94
l0l
27

7.57, t49
9. 14. l5

52
19.49

t4
I t9

t4, 87
117

43, a9
47, 49

46, 70. I lO
t30
12r]

Moming Daglight 70. a0. a3. a7. 100. lol.
lo2. 109. 115. 120, t23. t2a,
t29. l3:1. 136. 142. r45. l4A

134. r35, l4l
16. t7, 20, 24, 26. 6t, a2,

44.8a,95. 102, 109
19.26

44. 130. 146. 147
t4

Panama-Pa.,ficlnlernationalExhibitlon 1.1, 15

Operalhg Departmcnt
Oregon & Cola/brnia Drpress

"Queen or fte vallcy'
P@ri. C{ml &?rcss

Parkinson & Bergstrom

Passenger Deparh€nt

Ptnnacles National Monumenl

Portland Union Statlon

Rescar.h & Development Departnrent

'Road of a Thousand Wonders-

"Lltlle Zlp"
L.kheed Consrelidrion

Iis Angeles General Shops
t s Angeles Rall Boosters

I-utslana World s Fair DaUIqhr

_Next'l imc. Try the Tmh slogan

Norlhern Paclfi c Rallroad
Norlhern Paci6. Termhal Company

20
l4l

9, 133. l3a
lo

144
l3l

99
t33
133

91. 125
9, 26, 44, 63. 44. 47. 49.
tot. to2, )o7, t37, 147

44.47. lo9. 133
140
142
4a

Los Angelcs 7. 9. 24, 30,40,16,4A.50,52,72.73,
42.44.49,92.96. lOt, t04. 115. t1?.t2t,t2a

N@n Do!l(9hl 56, 70, 71, 72, a3.90. 91.92. lO2.
103. l13. r20, t22. 123, 126. t31,
134, t42. t44,145. t:r6. 147. 151

Power. J.A. 60
Prohlbltlon 40
Pullman Mechani.al air conditioning 39
tbllman'Sranriard 9, 19.24,25,29. 36.37- 42,

46. 55, 59. 70. r45, 147

44
9l
t6

t27
13, l:l

24

150



r

'Ro.k.t care' 26
Rock Island RR 54. l3l
Russell. DonaldJ. loo
R,,sscll Fr:nk Sr 29.33.6r
Russian Inn 22
sacramenro 26.44. l0l. 106. 107, 1.10

S@rmenlo IraL,liqhl lO4. 105. 106, ll0. l16. l4a
Sacram€nto Ralllalr I33
Sacranenlo Riler 133
Sa.ramento Shops r l. la. 20. 25. 30. 47. 10.1. loa
'Sad Sam l30
Saf€ty Car Healing &

138. 140. 142. 143, 145
9. 133

23. 133. 142
10. 12. 13. 14. 17. 19.26.30

-l reasure lsland. Sarl lizn.ls.o
'Iredway. Fred 14.1
T.oop sleepeE 97
Turl@k l,r
Ttphon air horn 61. tsl
tlnioD l,a.iii. RR 7, 29. 30. 63. 6a, 72. 133
VandenburgAir Force tsasc 95
Vanderbill lenders 61
Vapor Sleain Healhg Codpanv 39
vau.lain. Sannrel 30
v.ntlrra 70. 122
Ve.ne. Jules I
'Victory'Irains 92.97
Viking Company ?O
Vrn.enl ll2
VJDaI 97
walschaen ulve gear 6l
'War Baby ga
War Produclion Boar<i 9a
wash,ngton. D.C, 67
Walson\nll. Jun.lion 130. 146. 147
waughmat d.aar gear 37
Waukesha air conditioning 70.74,a2. A7
Wesl Clfur I3,1. l4o. l5l
western Pacrn. Rarlroad 94.99. r42

wesrnrgbousc Safciy Company

worrhington leedealer h.alcr

'All place naftes are i Caltlornla
ex.ePr where noted.

Bru.. I batA Co ..tiot1

Sierra N.!ada MouDlanrs

t6,27
l9
26
37
I

43. t4a
r36, t37

27
a9

47.95. 110. I13. tl7
Carner 'Steam Jet' alr..ondil ionhg

Sam I lo6tan Zcphljr
48,50. 146. 1,18

54. 63

9_ lo. 1.1. r7. 21.4n,
50. ao.94. 126, 146

tl
9. 12. 13. 14, 2l_ 29.
44.50.76. r25, l.16

t2,26
rirJ.72.73. 104

t04
3o

9. 30. 50. a0
t0. 13

lo. 129
73, tO3. t22

17
10
9
9

r3l, 133. 13.{. 135, 137.

San Joaquin Valley line

Sdr Fran.is.o Challcng.,r 92. 131
San Fran.is.o/Irs Anar"les Pdsseng.r 30. .19

San Fran.rs.o workl s Fatr 69.72,73
Sar Joaqurr 66. tl2. 1'14

SanJodqdr Dauliqhl 44. 47. aa. 40. 90. 92. 95.
100. t0l. l02. 106. I10. 11.1.

I15. I 16. I t7. t46_ l4A

to t6 t9 24.30 46.72.a2.
u9.92. 102. lo9. 137. l4o

89, lO4
i0.9.1. l2l

Soulh Coasl Ratlroad Mrseum 50
Southern Pa.in. (l,,nes), SP. Espee 7. 9. 14. 15, 16.

20, 22. 2.t, 24, 26. 29, 30, 31. 33.,rO. 44.
5r. 56. 54, 59.67. 69.73.44. 92. 94, lO4.

106. 107. 130. l3l, 133. 13.1. 147. l4A. l5l
SP Bulletrl24- 30. 51, 52, 55. 57. 64, 70. 44. 45. 96

.I&NO

-l.ha.lrapi Mounl.ins

46
33. 43. 4.1

9. 146. 1.17. l5l
9. 12. a0

I O{t
4rt

54. 59. 60. 63. 65. 66
9, 1o.26.:17.91

t2
2l),21, 112

29
29. 33. 60. a3

59. 60
119

aa. l5t
9, 87. lol

'I t7
40

I l. 13. 26
54, 59

57
Tl .il A Tnwn-Fr l,lcpct. <!n I-rdr/ ist.u 14. 15. 49.

1.13
33, 70

97
133
3l
a3

I l9

San Jose 10. 19. 21. 22. 4a- 50. 109. 130. 146- l4A

San au6 O6ispo laal

SaDta Lucia Mounianrs

Sanla SLrsana Mountains

Sh.lsla D.llllighi 9.

TimkcD roll.r be.n gs

Tourist Pullharl slccpers

52.79, 136

37
97. 145

lo7

Next time
tru the troin
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