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Achnowled4menls

ourhen, l'rcitlc (Sl']) hrs lLru bcc,r onc of nv rivoritc LriLLo,rds. \Vhcn I rvrs r
teenir1{cr,.l fr.cnts, bnrther, arrl I rurk r trip orcr the SP on r\nr(nki Corst
St,rrlighr. I srill vivi,tlv rccrll wir ing orer Cucstr,liurgmg tiorl the I)rrtch Lloor

olr tsudJ t uilt .rrcrnnincd prsscnger err. ;\lthorrgh I n not old clurgh to hrvc rccol

lcctnn olSPls retnuc l,ng disunce prsentcr tnins, I spcnt mrrrvrcrrs photognpli
ing its iicisht (flrinc, rs wcll rs historic plssergcr rnins. !cllrru errthu.ilst. Iiiu
Joui.o, u l. D. Schmi(t lirthcr encour,,sed .rv intcrcst in SP

'l his book *ould not hrrc bccn possiblc rvirhoui liclf riom Lrurv peoplc. I rr
indcbtcd to Frcd )lurrhcrvs rvho cntliusirsticrllr suppontd rhe prcject fion thc hgirr
ning, suggcstcd souLces li,r r,,,tcrirl, lcnt nrc his ci4,r oi()rcgorv Lcc Tho,rrprrr's Thc
Prs.cnqcL lirn n, the l\lrror Agc: Crliti,rnirs R,ril ,rnd Ilrrs lndustrics 1910 1r)-11,

,r,rl conpose.l the.lctailed prsonxl cssiv thrt is Ch.rt)(cr 1.ln adJiii(,l, Frcd I{Cncr

ouslv puidc.l n,rnr o1-rhr: phorogrrphs iianrred in rhc book. Bob lft,rris ot

DLrnsruir, Crlifi,r,ir. is ,l!r olrt tiitnd, rccomplished ph,,togrephca rnd SP cnthusirst

Hc lcnt nrc urrcc nutcri,rls. proviLlcd pliotographs lirnr his lchivc, rncl rccrlled hi.
expcrirnccs rvirh SP pascrscr rrxins. I Ic rntl his ivili Rhi,n ,rk, prx cd rcconrrn,,

Ll,rriors in l)unsnNir. Tlirrks ro John Signor iirr he[ing rvith pliot<, ac<luisition.

Roben ,\. lluck oi\\'rrLer, Ilrss,rchrrscn., rupnicd vi,)trse imxgcs rnd hrs po"nlcd
nurrenrus lcrLls rnJ pcnonrl connecnns ovcr the vcars. Specill thrnks t<, the Goldcrt

Grte R.r,lnud Nluscun in Srn FLncisco tor poicling rccess t,r rhcir collcctirn ofprt
scned SI'prscngcr crLs. For thi)se int..cstcd in secirrt exlnylcs oftlic cars iittuterl
in this Look, x visit to this nn,srunr is highly Lcconuenderl. l\lv Lrrhcr ltichulJrv
SolL,ul w.rs vcrv hc\nnl in pnxnlilg rriginrl illustrdtidrs, inchdi.q his own Photog
ripliy olSP u.1i.c, rs wcll es gir mr nrc insight to pcrrrJ prsscnger rrrin opcntions and

fn!)iicidins te\(s.John ()rubcr 1,c$cd with rcscrLch rnd pr,' ed peronrl conncc

rions. Hc rrd I l.rrc tnvclctl n CJiiirrrir on scvcnl occrsirus to ilspcct Soutlicrn

I'x.iiic Lrilro.rd \rittions rnJ lincs.
'l huiks to J. R. (I,inn,.lrv \\'ilLirrls, Brirn Icnnirn. rnJ Dimg Eisrlc ior reccss

to thcir plx,to (,,llccrion.. Specirl tlnnks r,r \lichrcl L. (l&lncr iirr use olhis drrk
nn to mrke Ll,rck rntl rvhirc prnts firr this pnricct rnLl ii,r usc ofhis p|o(o sr,tlio.

'l hcrovrs consrlerablc tr l'cl inlnveLl rvirh thir pmjccr. l hrnks to Tonr H,rrgdon
,nl r,, 1e sr BolLl lirr pu tiing rcconnrclrtions ,rlng thc s'rr Xluch ol $e liniJrcd
rcrt rvas congxed or hot ,\ugust drls il Tcss,r'.s ,rir conditrncd Wr'Lirrgton, I).C.,
,rfx.tmcnt. Al$, thrnks (o mv brcthcr Serin rttd Inr nrrlicr Xlaureen firr thcir sr rrt.

\Uiting thc text xrd scl.ctins images rLe ol]h prrt ofthc process. TL,rnks to
Dernis I'cnr rncl evervonc rr XIIII l'uhlishiug Co,r,p,nrv ior th.;r Pirts in L,rki,rs rhis
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Ihe Slandard Raitroad of lhe

Wesl and lls Dassen4er Service

lo45-lo7l
Bg Fred Matthews

v memories of riding, watching, and photogrrphing

Southern Pacilic (SP) prxenger trnins mrv difler

frm thosc ofmost nilfans who still recall SP vrrnish

.rt all. They are likelv to remembcr most vividlv thc painfnl davs of

the 1960s (which in this case begrn rround 19513), when SP, led bv

the forcehrl innovrtor ofmodern r.rilro.rding, Don.rld J. Ruxell, set

out to discourage its p.rxenger businex bv everv im.rginable

means-ncgative edvertising, side nacking passenger trains for

lreight, rebuilding co.rches rvnh cranqred sorting, ,rnd in one case

even trving to prevent people from M.rrdnrg .r scheduled train.

Until the lnte 1950s, though, Sl'rv.rs still "Your Iniendlv Sl'," a

kind ofstandard railrrad ofthc Wcst certrinlv ofthc Southrvest,

including Calinrrnir. 'St.rndrrd" suggrsts r number of things

including the st.rndardization oflocomotives ,rnd crrs, which SP

displaved as its inherit,rnce lrom ,r dec,rde of control bl E. H.

I Ierrimen, rhe grert modernizcr of rhc Wesrcrn railroads at rhc

beginning ofthe lventieth cenmrr: SP bccrmc nxe independent

Drnsm Co for.. w.s

D-..-.nD-.r 28 tA-51 Th s

qr "-.sselo o rood towr

so.ro1r.ir. R !e, \'o .y
,crvod os o cruc o i rb lo,
Sou,,r'n Poc tc s oocro ors
Or rf,c Di ,i! P.,,ord
oouro Sliosrd D.rlgl I

1rok.! rs irc on 5r!p {lr .'
oi rl,c r] dd c 1,o.1. 5r.onl
ouererl rro n No 328 s

cejr.ed ir C,c r! Pa:5

O'e!1.,r vo lri.55,7.1



from the other H.rrriman roads (Union Pacifrc and lllinois Central) after a federal

antitrust suit brought in 1913, but Harriman-trrined executives continued in olnce'

and the Hrrriman style persisted for decades in loco:rnd car design' Southern Ptcific

equipment was distinctly SP, or "Espee,'in .rppeamnce certainly inthe 1940s with

the sta"dard sil".r smokebox, but even earlier there was a powerful house stvle-
gle.rming, gricetul blrck locomotives, equatly shinv Pullman Green coaches,.distinc

. Vli "-ri". depots in Huntington Yellow (a lighter version of Awtrht
Schoenbrunn Yellow), and twentieth-century city stations, either Mission Revival or a

strndard Hrriman 'shoebox" with Renrnsance detailing, which crme in various sizes

Oakland 16th Street, Sacramento, and San Jose survive (for the moment, in the case

of16th Street) as damPles ofthn style, though with different exterior facings

SP in the 19a0s was a standird riilroad in rnother sense of \tandard" pre-

dictability, relixbility, trrdition, and conservatism. SP passenger trainmen wore high

coll"rs r;d high, stiifhats; they were usually format and courteous, ifsometimes a bit

co"descendin!, to p"ssengers. The tone was decidedlv Victorim-courtcous but also

dntant and reserved-the polar opposne ofthe culture ofthe early twenty-first ccn-

tury Ofcourse, this Victorian tone came in part from the f'rct that most SP passenger

trainmen ofthe 19a0s had been born before Qreen Victoria died in 1901' The Creat

Depression had meant little new hiring, and older trainmen tended to prefer the regu-

lar-h."rs ofp^senge. *rvice. So most paxenger trainmen were well over 50' some in

their seventies. Mmdatory retirement did not applv on railroads'

There was rlso a "strndard,' conserative quality to Espeet opemting stvle-{au-

tious, precise, corect. DesPite gcnernlly excellent track, steam trains were limited to 70

or 75 miles per hour; after the Interstrte Commerce Commission (ICC) imposed a 79

mile p"r-hou. limit fo! lines without Automatic Train Stop, diesel streamliners

observed it caretully. This operating style wis in dramatic contrast to the hot rodding

10

n mrd 1949 Southern
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served 5Ps eectr c servces
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Santa Fe, whose GrZa Gar.s continued to strerk down the Centr,rl Valley at well over
90 miles per hour sometimes over 100 miles per hour SP wrs smoother and safer, if
less e\citing, but it was also brisk and eflicient. One morning in 19.18 my father and I
photogr.rphed theMarzing Dqligbt as't rolled around thc curc into Santa Margarita,
where it stopped to add a ,{-8-8-2 helper on the point. Wc strolled back to the car and

drove through town, only to discover the double-header already blasting off. It could
nt have taken more than,l minutes.

SP as r'\tandud" railroad also affumed anothcr mcaning ofthe tem: high standard.

Track on mainlines was well maintained and mrnicured, almost like the British Rail I saw

in the 1960s. Locomotives and passcngcr cars were atmost always gleaming and spot
less, no matter which of the sevcral paint schem€s was present Pullman Green,
"overnighC' (and Oorrlar$ two-tone grry, Coldea Stt d dusty tomato red and silver the
handsome Sunset scheme, and, ofcoursc, thc lcgendary Dallight red orange black.

Dining-car meals wcrc also standardized to a verv high level, so much so that a

rccipc book published in the early 1920s sold well and was reissued .rs late as 1952.
Otto Paul Reuss, a German immigrant who was SPt supervising cheffrom 1922 into
the 1950s, compiled it. Aside from checking qurliq, on the line, Reuss also wrote

i(-

Doy|sh ohen re5ured n the

1ro n ,unn ng wrh 20 or
moe con On Februory 14.

1948, ho i 98, the

M.i.,.g &)yl,ghr, gers

osiJlon.e from oie of rhe

,o ,ood! eseido,y cot
oheod steom ocomotves
No 4237, plclu,ed here,

wos o Coss AC l0 hu lr hy

Bodw. . 1942 Souhern

Poc lc hod been u ns cob
oheod o.omorlves sin.e
belore Wor d Wor ro

combot smote probems n

oig ruine s o.d snow

sheds Fred Molhews
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internrl guidcbooks lbr dining-c,rr st.rff.rnd pioneered prrtially preparcd ingrcdicnn
like soup stocks, rnd blcnds for making biscuits ,rnd hotcikes. And SPi entr6cs, likc
'H ibut baked in PrrchDcnt," "Trout i 1.r President," rnd "Sweetbreads, Overland,"
lvent fir beyond the stcak and potatoes stereotype ofrrilrord me,]ls in the nrid twen
tieth century. Even hrmburgcrs scnred in the cost-cutting Hrmburger Grill cars that
,rppeared starting ir 195,1 (rs Rcuss retired) were excellent ,rnd filling.

SP's stations, cars, and locomotives rvere rlso strndrrd in the seose of ubiq
uitv thev were everlvhcrc. Ccrtrinly on my home turf, the Bay Area, there were

frr more SP trains than thosc ofits nvo rivals combined. SP w.rs still the doninant
rord, if no longer quite the octopus monopoly of the em from 1869 to 1895, when

the Sxntr Fe .rrrived in the Centnl Vrllcy. There rvas a spot in E.rst O.rkland,
around 5th Avenue, rvhere SP's dominrncc was expressed visurlly. SP\ five tr;rck
Niles Subdivision, the original Centnl Prcilic of 1869, swept through on the fl.rt,
while the "new" Western Paci6c (huilt in 1909) had r slightly undul.rting single
track next to it, like rn interurb,rn electric linc-

Evcn after br.rnch rnd some secondarv rnain passcngcr tnins were dropped just

beforc World Wrr II, SP ran .r copious pxsenger senicc, with the comprehensiveness

12
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Among fie fiien v slons

of the SP! eorly d esel

ero were rs A BA sets
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livery ond houhng ong

nreom iied po$enger
rroiis Wth 66 un rs, SP
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fiese we lproporrloned

6007 deporrs the

Oo[o.d P]er with rhe

l95l This ocomorive

s o PA2, b! I in 1948
ond roied ot 2,000

it valued provided in the form by buses connecting to the trains. As Gregory Lee

Thompson chronicles in Tlte Paserger Train in th? Mrlar7gc, the service I saw in the

late 1940s was the result ofa Depression-era revivJ. SP had lost much busines, and

money, to improving highways after the mid-1920s. At the trough ofthe Depression,

SP President Angus McDonald made the risky decision to invest heavily in the passen

ger businex, and notjust in the famous streamlined Daylig,ir md the premium fare

Citl afSaa Fantisa,l>rt also in a massive rebuilding ofolder steel coaches into air
conditioned chair cm with reclining seats. McDonrldk heir, Armand T. Mercier, con-
tinued the renaissance, supporting his dynrmic passenger traffic manager, Claude
Peterson, in ordering hundreds ofnew cars in the mid-1940s to re-equip existing trains

and inaugurate new ones. Mercier also continued the Depression-err poliry of charging

very low fares to make the trains comp€titive with driving.I still recall my shock, upon

rniving in Boston in 1959, at realizing that most Eastem fares were too high to aflord.
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC
PASSENGER TRAINS

*ot ,,',t 5![5EI UMIIID

ffig.prrr.rr;
-l-\rom the lrre n;nereenth ccnrury ro rhe Iate 1950.. Sourhern Pa. ific pa*enger train.

I{ represenred.he +anded ol long-dbtance travel on the CJifornia (odsr. ln addirion to
I serving the Colden srorc,'E,pee pr"'rded r .rfe and .ry|;sh nerwork rhr( (tret(hed to
the Pacific Northvest, Los Angeles, th€ great Southwest, and on to T*as and New Orleans-

Sorthm Patifie Paseryer Tai,j chronicles the story of Southern Pacifict famous passenger

operations, discussing not only th. ftmea Dd/;ght tains, but also the rest of the railroad's

fle€t, including the Za*s, Liniteds, 
^nd 

C;tt r:ains. Each of Southern Pacific s "Scenic

Routes'-the Shasta, Overland, Sunset, and Golden State' ae also amifled in detail, as are

motive power, passenger equipment, md the fleet's decline throughout the 1960s. Dozens of
black-and-white and color photographs, period ads, route maps, and iflterior views round out
a compelling account ofone ofAmericas truly great pmsenger fleets.
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