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Railroads accomplish their "ofticial photography" for many rompared to larer I'rlm. rnd in \i/e\ ota r 5 inrhc' o, someuhat

'maller. 
A number oi tho'e imd8c. are in Ihi. hu.'1.

Somc olthc phobs in this book have been published belore.

Although Southern l'acilic r'as not kno$n fi)r its Senerositl ill
prtridilg images lbr eirher anrnteur or prolissional u!( oulsidr

thc railroad, access to the ph)lo archi\e\ d ocruron somc oc(r-
sions. Ihc SI, phon)grrph! prirted as dre postcard images oi iht
l-lnran Cox rompanr hns bcrn orc srxrrcr ofmrterirl: sonre hook

ruthors hare also g:rhed :rcc€\s tu photos. lio$cler drr general
.r ll, +, .,irr..r" rr-r: ' r ::\- r1., , ,,,.1. ., , hpn "pDr,L,n,r'.
as doc\ thc romplctc.ess ofthe rail()!d vie$ nr the irchiralmatc
rial.

'Ihis book. rh€n, should be sccn xs a (ross se(tnr not onh ol
thc Southrrn Priifir rs it \\as,l)rlt also ol th€ Sl']as thc ronpan\
lt'ished to bc sccn. $'hrt was risibk' through lhe eles ot cornpanv

phobSrapher\ proidcs,r \t|ong conrplenrtnt to the nork o1 tal

cnted anrat€ur photograplr€r\ publishcd clscNhere. rnd enibles

us to prrcei\1,the historv r)flhe Soulhrrll Pacillc r\ith a broadtr
!i€\'than woukl othrrrisc be fo$ible.
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reasons. One of ih€ most important is to depict what is

new: new cars and locornotives, new traiDs, n€w ser

vices. Forthis reason, many such photos present cl€an

or newly painted equipmentwhich may not he repre-

\ nrJrive ol ll,e rpppar"rne ol mu\t (quipm(nl rn

operarion. The subjects nray ,lso not b€ very r€pre

sentntive of tvpical €quipment, butmaywellshos the

unusual or th€ obscure (in the statisticai sense).

Before World \ hr II, the abiLitv to us€ these images

was somewhat limited. Magirzine use ofcolor, in the

lbrm of photographs, was limited, a!1d rotogravure

sections in Sundav neu,spap€rs rlere the primary

exposureofthe public to srch imaSes. However, sp€-

cial printing such as brochures and posten for rail-

operations, for advertising or emplovee magazine usc, and for
the historian these are usLraU muclr more valuabl€. Entploi,e€s at

$ork, trains along the linc, orcquipment beingkradedare rll top-

ics ofgr€ar interesl be),ond the originalrationale fi)r cxposing dre

imag€. On the other hand, for southern l']acilic in pnrticular. thc

usualpractireofnotdatingmostpholl)s.educestheirhistoricsig
nilicance, though nr so \e casetntt€r-
Dal rcfircDccs in the phon)graph n,r)
per rit x goorl estimate ofth€ aciunl

Anothcr reason firr phok)g phs

oray bc ior use wiih passenger

: mat€ria1s, both adreltisingand

i.- orrrran, blrrhurer. Ihese are

i ohen ofsreat value ro the his'

Anoth€r reason firr tb€spphotos is to illustrate runent

tla\or in thr pern)d of the pholograph.

ihe la18€-fornrat lra]ls
partno in the color
files. Ihis makes possi

ble, of cour\€, r(ndr
enlargerrrent ol nrrn\ ot ihe pho

tographs, and he\rs cnsure their quality.

road use rvcre read-

ily prepar€d, and
$ere probably the nrltnd-

Alier \\'orld war II, the

prcdomnra t cornpan),

color method remained tht
4x5transparen(y,aDd
mosi of the inra8cs in this
book ar€ liom such origi
nrls. 0nly in the lale
1960s did 3s mm slidrs
asrunr€ a rol€ alongside

ii
/:
n
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lhus these image! must be interprctcd aDd Lrted judiliu,sll .s
listuri.al nrforn)atrnr. lhrt said, thel r€nrain a sup€rb sourcr of
Iisurl insi.qhi into fie railft)ad, Ii)r the .o rpar)) photographer

corrldgo pla(cs anddo ihirgs (surh rs poser l,rse.gertrai,) nr the

perlect photo locatn)n) nolgiv!n to thr ordinarr photoSrufhrr.
south(rn I']lcifii l)e8!n ro nrake rolor phoiographs rclativcll

8rrly. lhcrr ar{ hrgr s{ricsofinugcs fronr both 19:19 aDd 1941, at

a rirn€ \\hen anratcur color photographl uas scarce\'possible,
ar)d the kch n irolor laborarorr, Ia rSel) busl wirh I loll)$ood tllnr,
did mudr olt[e processing. ILe typirrl llrnHt olthat dar r1'as thc
cinor nanspa renq'. on a shectilnr sto(k 

'!hiih 
rlrs still and thick.

' es ol rhe nilhrd .r it\





A classic Sourhern California irnage, used lo entice lourisls fordecadrs, was lhe !ision ofrilrus
liuit rrees with snow'capped peaksill rhe disla ce. This is ooesorh inrage, irom a 1911SPpob
li(ity series. Presumabl) theallraction 

'vas 
th€ she€rconlrast ofsenrirropicalorange treesr!idr

$illtry s ow, but the snow in this rase hl some 9000 feel higher in elevation.

lhouSh SPs tra.ka8€ thrcugh Ne\ada traversesmany side, flat vallels. there are rugged portions
ofthe line. lhisis oneofthem, alongside the Humboldt River h PalisadeCanlon,located east

ern Nei€da. Seouphore signals stillgurrd the tr:ck in thisvierv.



On€ of SP's major tramc categori€s was oil and petroleum products. a cateSory*hich first
became imporiant during th; California:nd Texas oil booms ofthe early twentieth century.l his

view was doubtless intendrd to evoke that thought, though thelocation is not known, and the

ddlling rigs do not look very actile.

Ev€n during the construction ofthe CentralPacific, th€ diffi-
culti€s of clearing winter snows becamevery evident But

with theinvention ofthe rotary snowplow, th€ railroad

dquired a po$ertulheapon rB!in.r dP€p 'nnb. 
ln rhi. tirh.

takenonastormy dal, a rotaryshows itsPower, cLearing

snow from the double track of the Sierra mainline.It was typ
ically possible to throw snow clear acos an adioining rack

,nd.lo$n the far hilhid€.
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-
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Among the most storied Southern Pacilic routes was th€ Coast Line, husSin8the PacilicOc€an
shoreforovera hundred miks. Thr most remote andattra(ive lo(ations lir around loints
Conceprion and Argu€Uo, far irompublic roads and rctainnrg much oflhe appeara ce todal that
lhey h:d befor€ the conringoflh€ railroad.This vi€w is oo exreprion, capluri gasildo€slh€
uniqu€ qualities of this route.
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An unmistakable place oo the SP;Midbk€ Station on thc
tresde a.ross Gre.tSalt l-ake built in the Hadman era asthr
Lucin Cutoli. Thcresasfor manyyearsa smalldepot here
(out ofsightto the rightofthis !icw). fortheuse oloprra-
to6, not for .ny local trafficl The photowas taken in the
\prinS nf l9sl and lonl\ ea\r lntrard Promonlor\ puinr

Utah.



This hearyryeight passenS€r train, eastbound in the Siern Nevada, is imm€rsed in the tyPic.l
mountain sceniry ofthn area. Mountain c.ossings abounded on all W€stern railroads, ,nd not

leastonsouthem Paci6c, $hich had any number of high andsteeP passes to cross. Throughout

SPt history, the demands of these grades dominated locomotive purchases and oPeration, and

grve the railroad nuch of its character.

Most ofthe Coast Line! shorelin€ running lay atoP coastal bluffs, with naffow b€aches a stone's

throw from ih€ track (or a passing train), and the surfpounding on th€ shore could be seen and

h€ard aboard the tmin. Much ofthis part ofthe line has changed little today, as the adioining

lands are part of th€ U.S. Air Force s vandenberg Base, and remain undeveloP€d. Y€t trackwork

was neat and w€[-maintained in the rs40s when this photo was taken
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