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unage On the other hand, ﬁorSouthemPamﬁc‘m articular, the
usual practice of not datmg most photos reduces their historic s sig-
nificance, though in some cases inter-
nal references in the photograph may
permit a good estimate of the actual
date.
| Another reason for photographs
may be for use with passenger
% materials, both advertising and
2 on-train brochures. These are
& often of great value to the his-
g torian in depicting contempo-
. rary locations as well as
“é equipment.
“'é‘ None of these reasons is
oriented to providing a rep-
% resentative or even accurate
view of the railroad or its
flavor in the period of the photograph.
Thus these images must be interpreted and used judiciously as
historical information. That said, they remain a superb source of
visual insight into the railroad, for the company photographer
could go places and do things (such as pose a passenger train in the
perfect photo location) not given to the ordinary photographer.
Southern Pacific began to make color photographs relatively
early. There are large series of images from both 1939 and 1941, at
a time when amateur color photography was scarcely possible,
and the Technicolor laboratory, largely busy with Hollywood film,
did much of the processing. The typical format of that day was the
color transparency, on a sheet film stock which was stiff and thick,

4 x5 transparency, and
most of the images in this
book are from such origi-
nals. Only in the late
1960s did 35 mm slides
assume a role alongside
the large-format trans-
parency in the color
files. This makes possi-
ble, of course, ready
enlargement of many of the pho-
tographs, and helps ensure their quality.

Some of the photos in this book have been published before.
Although Southern Pacific was not known for its generosity in
providing images for either amateur or professional use outside
the railroad, access to the photo archives did occur on some occa-
sions. The SP photography printed as the postcard images of the
Lyman Cox company has been one source of material; some book
authors have also gained access to photos. However, the general
excellence of many images makes their inclusion here appropriate,
as does the completeness of the railroad view in the archival mate-
rial.

This book, then, should be seen as a cross-section not only of
the Southern Pacific as it was, but also of the SP as the company
wished to be seen. What was visible through the eyes of company
photographers provides a strong complement to the work of tal-
ented amateur photographers published elsewhere, and enables
us to perceive the history of the Southern Pacific with a broader
view than would otherwise be possible.
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The most dramatic and historic of Southern Pacific’s
mountain crossings is Donner Pass. This view shows a
heavyweight train descending along the double track
high in the Sierra Nevada, near Emigrant Gap,
California, with the Sierra crest in the distance. Double
track replaced the original single-track line, in a project
initiated during the Harriman era, during 1909-1915.
The photo was taken in 1939.




A classic Southern California image, used to entice tourists for decades, was the vision of citrus
fruit trees with snow-capped peaks in the distance. This is one such image, from a 1941 SP pub-
licity series. Presumably the attraction was the sheer contrast of semi-tropical orange trees with
wintry snow, but the snow in this case lay some 9000 feet higher in elevation.

Though SP’s trackage through Nevada traverses many wide, flat valleys, there are rugged portions
of the line. This is one of them, alongside the Humboldt River in Palisade Canyon, located in east-
ern Nevada. Semaphore signals still guard the track in this view.
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One of SP's major traffic categories was oil and petroleum products, a category which first
became important during the California and Texas oil booms of the early twentieth century. This

view was doubtless intended to evoke that thought, though the location is not known, and the
drilling rigs do not look very active.

Even during the construction of the Central Pacific, the diffi-
culties of clearing winter snows became very evident. But
with the invention of the rotary snow plow, the railroad
acquired a powerful weapon against deep snow. In this view,
taken on a stormy day, a rotary shows its power, clearing
snow from the double track of the Sierra mainline. It was typ-
ically possible to throw snow clear across an adjoining track
and down the far hillside.




Among the most storied Southern Pacific routes was the Coast Line, hugging the Pacific Ocean
shore for over a hundred miles. The most remote and attractive locations lie around Points

Conception and Arguello, far from public roads and retaining much of the appearance today that
they had before the coming of the railroad. This view is no exception, capturing as it does the
unique qualities of this route.

An unmistakable place on the SP: Midlake Station on the
trestle across Great Salt Lake, built in the Harriman era as the
Lucin Cutoff. There was for many years a small depot here
(out of sight to the right of this for the use of opera-
tors, not for any local traffic! The photo was taken in the
spring of 1951 and looks east toward Promontory Point,
Utah.




This heavyweight passenger train, eastbound in the Sierra Nevada, is immersed in the ty pical
mountain scenery of this area. Mountain crossings abounded on all Western railroads, and not
least on Southern Pacific, which had any number of high and steep passes to cross. Throughout
SP’s history, the demands of these grades dominated locomotive purchases and operation, and
gave the railroad much of its character.

Most of the Coast Line’s shoreline running lay atop coastal bluffs, with narrow beaches a stone’s
throw from the track (or a passing train), and the surf pounding on the shore could be seen and
heard aboard the train. Much of this part of the line has Lhanged little today, as the adjoining
lands are part of the U.S. Air Force's Vandenberg Base, and remain undeveloped. Yet trackwork
was neat and well-maintained in the 1940s when this photo was taken.
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